Mid-Atlantic Ridge (lat 37º18′N), off the Azores (Marques and Porteiro 2000) .
Hydrolagus affinis can be separated from the other three congeneric species occurring in the NE Atlantic by a number of morphologic characters, including its uniform darker colouration, purplish-brown at all life stages (Hardy and Stehmann 1990, Moura et al. 2005) .
Following several deepwater surveys off the Madeira Islands and the nearby Seine Seamount, this species was caught and is here recorded for the first time.
Two longline surveys of the benthic fauna of the Madeira Islands and the Seine Seamount between 750 m and 2500 m of depth were carried out (Fig. 1) . All the specimens studied were caught during these two cruises on board the Portuguese R/V ARQUIPÉLAGO: Recprofmad-1 (October 11-November 9, 2004) and Chacmad-1 (September 30-October 21, 2005). On average, bottom longlines were deployed for 4-6 h. Bait used was salted Atlantic chub mackerel (Scomber colias).
Voucher specimens were deposited in the collections of the Museu Municipal do Funchal (História Natural) (MMF) and the Museo de Ciencias Naturales de Tenerife (TFMC). Additional material deposited in MMF from the Lucky Strike hydrothermal vent field (off the Azores) was also examined. Finally, unpreserved material sampled in the Canary Islands was included in the present study for comparison purposes.
All specimens were measured to the nearest mm following Didier and Séret (2002 Remarks: Selected body proportions of the specimens studied are shown in Table 1 and are compared with data from the literature.
All specimens examined fit Hardy and Stehmann's (1990) redescription. The body length (BDL)/head length (HDL) relation is similar when comparing Canary, Madeiran and Azorean individuals. Also this Macaronesian BDL/HDL relationship is similar to that obtained from the northeast Atlantic (Hardy and Stehmann 1990) and Greenland (Møller et al. 2004 ) material. Some differences observed in specimens from the northeast Atlantic can be explained by the inclusion of very small individuals (sized from 151 mm BDL) in the Hardy and Stehmann's (1990) material.
Moreover, the TL/BDL relation is similar when comparing Canary, Madeiran and Azorean individuals. Also, this Macaronesian TL/BDL relation is similar to that obtained from Greenland (Møller et al. 2004) material. Some differences observed in specimens from Greenland waters can be explained by the inclusion of very large individuals (more than 913 mm BDL) in the material studied by Møller et al. (2004) .
This species commonly occurs on continental slopes and deep-sea plains (Stehman and Bürkel 1984) . The results of this study confirm that H. affinis also inhabits oceanic islands and seamounts.
Hydrolagus affinis is recorded for the first time from Madeira Island. These records not only enlarge the previously known area of distribution of this species, but also confirm its depth distribution down to 2500 m of depth.
In 2009 a new project called MARPROF (PCT MAC 2007 -2013 , MAC/2/065) started and new research surveys are planned to continue the exploration of the deepsea biodiversity in the waters of the Azores, Madeira and the Canary Islands.
